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JOURNAL KEPT ON BOARD THE UNITED STATES 
FRIGATE "CONSTITUTION," 1812, BY AMOS A. 
EVANS, SUEGEON UNITED STATES NAVY. 

CONTRIBUTED BY A. W. EVANS, ELKTON, MARYLAND. 

(Continued from page 386.) 

October 16, Friday. — Foggy, disagreeable weather. 
Dropped the ship down last night from the Navy yard 
opposite to Long "Wharf. Busily employed getting every- 
thing ready for sailing in a few days. 

October 19, Monday. — Rode out to Paul Revere & Sons 
Rolling Mills, beyond Canton, 17 miles from Boston, on 
the Taunton & Newport (R. I.) road. They have a furnace 
for smelting & refining the Copper pigs, & casting bells, 
cannon &c, and a mill with which they roll the copper into 
plates. There is another mill for the purpose of Boring the 
cannon. I was treated with much politeness by Mr. Eyres, 
one of the firm. He walked with me to the Cotton Fac- 
tories, a short distance lower down the stream. At one of 
them they Gin, card, & spin the cotton by machinery, & have 
also some looms. At the other they card & spin wool, & make 
stufiing for ladies' pelifses out of cotton. The latter is 
something new in this country, & is consequently kept 
secret by the owner. The country between Boston & 
Canton is hilly & rocky, but in a much higher state of cul- 
tivation than I had expected to find it. I stopped at a Store 
in Canton & was accosted by an elderly man to know whether 
I would give him a seat in my chaise, & carry him as far as 
his house, which lay about 2 miles on my road. I answered 
in the affirmative & he amused me on the pafsage by telling 
me what the neighbours would say to him the next day ; 
& how many inquiries would be made of him to know with 
whom he had ridden the preceding evening. I took the 
hint, & recollecting what Dr. Franklin had said of the Yan- 
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kees, gave him my name, abode, businefs, &c &e — He gave 
me a cordial invitation to stop at his house & drink some 
brandy with him, which I declined. 1 

October W, Tuesday. — Got under way with a fair wind & 
went down to President-roads. As we pafs 4 were saluted 
by three cheers from one of the forts which the sailors 
returned. 

October 22, Thursday. — Cool & windy; Mrs Bainbridge 
& some other ladies came on board & dined. 

October 2£, Saturday. — Cool wind from £T. & W. in fore- 
part of the day. Haul 4 round to E. in the afternoon. Went 
to Town to-day & took my farewell of it. The Hornet got 
under way & came to anchor below the fort. The wind 
would not permit our going to sea when the Tide favoured. 

October 27, Tuesday. — "Weighed anchor at 3 o'clock & 
stood to sea with a fair wind, the Hornet in company. A 
cartel Brig with Prisoners pafs d up as we went out & saluted 
us with three cheers, on board of which we saw Mid™ Mad- 
ison — Came on to blow Tuesday night with dirty weather & 
continues so till 

November 5, Thursday. — Lat. ob. 37° 57' TS. Long, by chro- 
nometer 50° 23' W. At 5 P.M. discovered a sail ahead : made 
sail in chase & cleared up for action. About 6 came up with 
& boarded the ship Star, Capt. Skinner, 25 days from Lisbon 
bound to New York. Prom him we learn that Bonaparte 
was in Moscow & expected in St. Petersburg by this time. 

November 8, Sunday. — Boarded the American Brig South 
Carolina from Lisbon bound to Phil". He hoisted Ameri- 
can colours & said he was in ballast. We were under Eng- 
lish colours & pretended we were going to send him into 
Halifax, when he produced a British licence. Mr. Cox, 
acting master of the Hornet, was then put on board to take 
charge of the papers, & the Capt. ordered to proceed with 
his vefsel to the destined port. He appeared much cha- 

1 This hiatus is filled, in the original, with a description, accompanied 
by a rough ground-plan, of the copper-rolling mill of Paul Revere & 
Sons. 
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grined ; said we had worked to windward of him this time, 
but he be damn'd if we ever did it again. Lat. ob : at mer. 
33° 10' K Long, by chronometer 40° 59'. After dis- 
charging the Brig we made sail & steered S.E. & by S. 
Fresh breeze & heavy swell. The berth deck has been 
almost constantly wet since we left port. 

November 19, Thursday. — Threw a bottle overboard to-day 
with the intention of ascertaining the current. It contains 
a piece of paper on which was written the Latitude, Longi- 
tude, date, & my name, with a request that the finder would 
make it public. The paper was oiled. The bottle corked, 
sealed, & a piece of Tarr 4 muslin tied over it. Eat the Al- 
bacore caught yesterday. I found it an excellent fish. 

November 28, Saturday. — Fine, pleasant weather; Sun 
shines out for the first time for several days. Fumigated 
the ship yesterday with muriatic acid gas and whitewashed 
it to-day. Lat. ob : at mer. 59' minutes 1ST. Long, by lunar 
at 10 o'clock 25° 13' "W. In conversation a few days since 
with Comm d Bainbridge relative to Doct. Eo[torn] objec- 
tions to the efficacy of the Lightning rod, he mentioned the 
circumstance of three American Frigates laying at Anchor 
amidst a British fleet at Gibraltar in a severe thunder storm, 
when considerable injury was done to most of the British 
vessels without the Americans suffering any except the de- 
struction of one of their lightning rods. He also observed 
that the Dutch church in New York had been struck four 
times before a rod was hoisted, since which time it has not 
been injured. It was the only church in the city that had 
not a rod. The rest escaped injury in every instance. The 
Dutch objected to having one from religious principles, but 
were afterwards convinced of their error. He has known 
the spire [sphere] of attraction to be more than 50 feet in 
several cases. How much farther it would attract he is 
unable to say. I believe Doct. Franklin placed it at about 
30 feet, perhaps not so much. 

December 2, Wednesday. — Stood to the "Westward under 
easy sail till 2 o'clock A.M. expecting to see land, when we 
hove to. At daylight made sail & at J past 7 discovered 
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the Island of Fernando de Noronha ahead. At 12 came to 
anchor off the Town, consisting of the church, government 
house, Barracks, &c. This Island is small, & presents a 
desert, barren prospect. A few shrubs cover the hills, 
which are peaked & rocky. We anchored about 1J miles 
from the Citadel, in 17 fathoms water. The Hornet sent her 
boat ashore to the Governor to know whether we could pro- 
cure water, provision, &c — and bro't for answer that we could 
procure cattle, hogs, poultry, &c. The boat bro' off some 
water-melons, & Bananas. Shortly after we came to anchor 
three Black men came paddling off to the Ship with Fresh 
fish, on what they call Catamarans, a kind of boat composed 
of six small logs sharpened at the ends & confined to- 
gether by wooden pins — a small bench on which they sit 
while paddling, is fixed on the after part on four short legs. 
A rope with stones tied to it was coiled up on the forepart 
of it. Of them we purchased some fish, for which the 
Corn 4 gave a dollar. "We hoisted English colours. This 
Island belongs to the Portugese & is the place where con- 
victs are sent. There are no women on it. I am told they 
have no communication with the main, except once a year 
when supplies are sent to them. There are several small 
Forts on the Island, manned, I believe, by Portugese sol- 
diers. It is situated in Lat. 3° 53' S. Long. 32° 27' W. 
There are between 8 & 900 soldiers on the Island, 50 of 
whom are convicts. There constantly was a heavy surf on 
the Island, so as to render it dangerous to land with boats. 
The rocky peak is computed to be 1500 feet high. 

December 3, Thursday. — The Boats returned last night 
without procuring any water owing to the heaviness of the 
surf; one [of] them was stoved, & another much injured. 
Several of the men were nearly drown 4 , & one of them 
much hurt on the rocks. Sent the boats ashore again to- 
day & procured some water; got off also some pigs, eggs, 
melons, Cocoanuts, Oashurnuts, & Bananas. 

December 4, Friday. — Got under way in the evening & 
stood towards the American coast. I understand that no 
vessel has been at this Island for several months. The 
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officers are relieved every year. The Coram 11 left a letter 
with the Gov. directed to the Capt of the Southampton 
Frigate, meant I presume for Capt Porter of the Essex. 

December 6, Sunday. — Made the coast of South America 
about 7 o'clock this morning. Stood off and on all day in 
from 50 to 17 fathoms water. Saw several catamarans during 
the day, out of sight of the land, sailing about ; probably 
fishermen. The part of the coast that we made was sup- 
posed to be Cape Ledo. 

December 7, Monday. — Squally with rain last night. Stand- 
ing off and on all night, beating to windward. Pass* some 
catamarans laying to. Were about 20 miles from land this 
morning, in 17 fathoms water. The land in sight this 
morning is Cape Blanco, and presents the appearance of 
some of the high land on the Chesapeake Bay. 

December 9, Wednesday. — Still beating to the Southard 
in sight of land. Pershaw, a marine, received 50 lashes at 
the Gangway this morning, agreeably to the sentence of a 
Court Martial lately held on him. Altho' very young he 
bore it much better than many hardy veterans would have 
done. A Barque-rigged vessel is in sight ahead. At least 
so say our Wiseacres, with what justness will be discovered 
in the sequel. At 4 P.M. the Hornet boarded the chase & 
found her to be a Portugese Brig loaded with Salt, from 
Pernambuco bound to Rio Janario. From her he learnt 
that the Portugese in Rio had just heard of the war be- 
tween great Britain & America; that an American Brig had 
arrived with flour, & a ship from India had put in there 
in distress, & that two English vessels were loading there. 
These were the only vessels in that port ; two vessels had 
lately sailed for London. Were abreast of Cape St. Augus- 
tine in the evening. 

December 12, Saturday.— -Lat. by ob : 13° 08' S. Long. 37° 
50' W. Discovered land ahead this morning & several 
small craft close in with it. Ran near the shore in bold 
water. The Land supposed to be that immediately to the 
Eastward of St Salvador. At dinner time to-day the men 
came on deck in a mutinous manner & complained to the 
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Coram* that the allowance of bread & water are not suffi- 
cient. He spoke in a resolute manner & ordered them 
below, after a short explanation. 

December llf., Monday. — Gentle breezes from N". & E. 
Land in sight at times. The Hornet sailed yesterday 
evening for St Salvador, in order to procure water & 
provision. 

December 17, Thursday. — Lat. ob. 13° 9' S. Long, by chron. 
38° 20' W. At noon The Castle of St Anthony bore K W. 
five or six Leagues distant. The town of St Salvador is 
hidden from our view by a hill, and is distant from the 
Castle about three miles. On the Bluff to the Northward 
of the Castle is a large building with a steeple, resembling 
a church. This afternoon some of the sailors Harpooned a 
Porpoise. The weather has been delightfully pleasant ever 
since we have been on the coast of Brazil. We have been 
on an allowance of J Gallon of water since we left Boston ; 
and £ lbs of a ration. Our crew have been healthy for 
some time — a few cases of bilious cholic are the only diseases 
that have made their appearance for some days. The crew 
are apparently much debilitated, & the sick convalesce very 
slowly. Since we have been near the land we have gen- 
erally had a land breeze every morning. 

December 18, Friday. — Wind from N. & E. with rain, but 
not in sufficient quantity to catch any for the crew. In the 
afternoon the Hornet joined company, having procured at 
St Salvador some Bread, Water, Oxen & Jerked Beef; 
Beside Bananas, Oranges, Yams, Cocoanuts, Mangroes, 
& water melons for the crew. Capt Lawrence informs 
that there were several British merchantmen & a sloop of 
war called the Bonne Citoyenne : the latter, report says, 
has on board specie to the amount of $1,600,000. The 
Portugese treated our officers with much politeness. The 
American merchantmen at that place yielded every assistance 
to the Hornet. Our consul, Mr Hill, is spoken of in the 
highest terms. The City of St Salvador is situated on a 
high hill & contains 120,000 inhabitants. We learn that 
there is a 74 at Rio Janeiro — a Erigate at the river La 
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Plata: these two, together with a Brig, constitute the 
British naval force on the Brazil coast. One ship only 
was said to be cruising to the windward of St Helena. 
The Faudreon has lately returned to England. Several 
British Merchantmen have lately sailed for England. Coffee 
is sold at 7 cents per pound in St Salvador at present. We 
purchased some Cape wine at $1.25 per Gallon. The oranges 
are very large & cost $2.50 per bbl. One of our Quarter- 
masters, named McCay, who went in the Hornet, deserted 
whilst in the city, as did also one of his own men. One of 
his Master's mates was also left on shore. She brought out 
a Coast pilot with her who is rated as Sailingmaster. At 7 
o'clock this morning we bro' to & boarded a Brig under 
Spanish colours, 57 days from the Canarie Islands bound to 
Rio de la Plata, with 400 passengers, male & female, on 
board. These people left the Canaries in consequence of 
the famine produced by the Locust last year. She had not 
seen any vessels on her passage. She was bound into 
St Salvador for water when we boarded her. The land 
about the Bay of All Saints in sight during the after part 
of the day. 

December 19, Saturday. — Concluded getting our fresh pro- 
vision & stores from the Hornet & in the afternoon she 
parted company, steering to the Southard & we to the 
Northward, intending, I believe, to cruise on each side of the 
harbour for the British vessels at present in St Salvador. 
I understand that the vessels bound to St Salvador from 
England generally make the coast from 6 to 12 leagues to 
the Northward of the cape. A considerable quantity of 
specie is yearly sent by the British Merchants from Rio 
Janeiro to Pernambuco for the purpose of purchasing 
cotton: these vessels pass from 4 to 10 leagues from the 
coast. Land in sight in the afternoon. A small vessel 
was in sight all day, apparently watching our motions. 

December 21, Monday. — Boarded a Brig from Oporto 
bound to St Salvador, 57 days out. The Capt & a Portu- 
geese Col. who had served in the last actions in the Penin- 
sula, came on board. He says there is no truth in the 
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report of a peace having been concluded between France & 
Rufsia. He is a Col. of Cavalry, is a good looking man & 
wears a handsome, neat dress. 

December 88, Tuesday. — Boarded a Brig from the Coast 
of Africa bound to St Salvador, with 150 slaves. The 
boarding officer says they had the " Yaws." This Brig 
was spoken 5 days ago by a Frigate hoisting English 
colours. 

December 83, Wednesday. — In chase of a vessel ahead 
steering for St Salvador, which appears to gain on us. 

December 8^, Thursday. — This morning the strange sail 
was in sight ahead. About 9 o'clock we discovered her to 
be a large ship laying to, distant at 7 miles. Cloudy & 
squally. Took two reefs in the topsails, backed the main- 
topsails, & beat to quarters. When the weather cleared up 
we again discovered her in the same situation. At noon 
she stood towards St Salvador with all sail — nearly calm. 
"We made sail in chase but did not gain on her. Discovered 
the Hornet to windward standing down with a view of 
cutting her off. "We fired several shot at her, but they did 
not reach more than half way to her. She ran close in 
shore & the Hornet fired at her several times. She ap- 
peared to leave the Hornet, & she gave up the chase at that 
time near the entrance of the Bay of All Saints. The 
Hornet then Haul* her wind & stood towards us. We 
[blotted] towards & boarded a Brig which proved to be a 
Portuguese from St Salvador bound to Oporto. From 
her we learned that the chased Ship hoisted English colours. 
Discovered just before night, a sail to the S. & E. Made 
sail in chase. 

December 85, Friday. — Capt. Lawrence came on board, 
with some of the officers of the Hornet. From them we 
learn that the Hornet chased that ship, which they suppose 
was the British Packet, within half a mile of the land. Capt 
Lawrence says he could have taken her, but did not wish to 
violate the neutrality of the Portuguese government. The 
fact is, however, that all the shot from the Hornet were 
fired within the distance of 3 marine leagues of the land. 
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The sailing master of the Hornet came on hoard in the 
evening, with a view of piloting us into St Salvador. 

December 26, Saturday. — Standing with light hreezes into 
the Bay of All Saints. While we were standing in some 
American Merchant Oapts came on hoard bringing letters 
from our Consul advising us not to enter the port, as the 
Portuguese were much irritated at our conduct towards the 
British merchantmen, together with our blockading their 
port so closely. The Commodore, after taking into con- 
sideration the circumstances, stood off shore & determined 
not to go in, our Consul promising to send out provision 
to us in three or four days. 

December 29, Tuesday. — At 8 A.M. discovered two ships to 
windward of us. At 9 one of them stood along shore, the 
other towards us. At 10-30 min. within 8 or 9 miles 
coming up with us. At 11-30 The Comm d supposed the 
strange sail to be a two decker and made sail away from 
her : made the private signal of the day which was not an- 
swered. The strange sail hoisted a tri-coloured signal flag at 
her main topgallantinast head & kept it flying a long time. 
At 12 the sail gaining on us going 10 k. Lat. ob : 13° 6' 
S. Long, by chron. 37° 38' W. Hoisted our Ensign & 
pendant. The strange ship then hoisted an English Ensign 
at the peak. At 1.25 the strange sail gaining on us discov- 
ered her to be a Frigate. At 1.37 took in part of the sail 
& stood for the enemy, having previously had all clear for 
action. At 1.45 she bore down intending to rake us which 
we avoided by wearing. At 4 minutes before 2 P.M. we 
fired a broadside at her, when she bore up & returned it : 
she was at that time distant about 1 mile. She was stand- 
ing bows on but had haul* down her peak with an intention 
of wearing, when an order was given to the 3 d Division to 
fire one Gkm in order to make her hoist her colours — but 
the whole broadside was fired without stopping. The action 
then commenced warmly on both sides. At 3.15 her main- 
topmast & foremast went over the side. At 4 her mizzen- 
mast went about 10 or 15 feet from the deck. At this time 
her fire was stopped & we haul 4 aboard our fore & main 
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tack & stood from her to repair our braces, &c. At 4.25 
her mainmast went nearly by the board. The colours still 
flying at the stump of the rnizzen mast. At 4.50 wore 
& stood for the Enemy. At 5.25 got ahead of her in a 
raking position & were about giving the order to fire when 
she struck her colours, at which our crew gave 3 hearty 
cheers, as they had done when we first beat to quarters & 
several times during the action. At 6 sent the cutter with 
Lieut Parker on board, which returned with the 1" Lieut 
Chadds (the Capt being mortally wounded) who delivered 
his sword, together with His Majesty's Ship Java — rated 38 
but mounting 47 Guns — Henry Lambert Esq. Capt. Em- 
ploy 4 during the night in taking the officers & crew from 
the Ship. She had about — killed & — wounded. The 
exact number could not be ascertained. Their own account 
was — killed & 105 wounded. She had on board Supernu- 
meraries & all were about 450. She was six weeks from 
England bound to Bombay. On board were Lt. Gen 1 
Hyslop & suite, consisting of Major "Walker, & Capt "Wood; 
a Surgeon's Mate, Lt of Marines, & 2 Sea-Lts passengers, 
together with Capt Marshall, a master & commander, who 
all were actively employ 4 during the action. 

On our part there were : 

Killed. — Jonas Angrau, Joseph Adams, Patrick Connor, 
Barney Hart, John Chevers, Seamen ; Mark Snow, Jno D. 
Allen, W m Cooper, Ord. Seamen; Thos Hanson, Private of 
Marines. 

Wounded. — W m Bainbridge, Comm 4 , Severely; Jno C. 
Aylwin, 1 Lt, Dangerously; Chs F. Waldo, 1 M. M., Amp 
Thigh; Lewis German, Mid m , Slightly; Peter Woodbury, 
QrM, Severely; Jno Clements, Seaman, Ampt d Leg; Jo- 
seph P. Chevers, Seaman, Ampt 4 arm ; Joseph Ward, Sea- 
man, Ampt d Thigh; Phillip Brimblecomb, Seaman, Ampt 4 
arm; Nieh. Wextram, Seaman, Slightly; W m Long, 1 Seaman, 
Dangerously; Stephen "Webb, Seaman, Mortally; Reuben 
Sanderline, Seaman, Mortally; "W m "Weeden, Seaman, 

1 Descriptions of the wounds of Aylwin, Waldo, and Long are found 
in the book containing this Journal. 
Vol. xix. — 32 
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Slightly; Enos Bateman, Seaman, Dangerously; Js D. Ham- 
mond, Seaman, Slightly; Peter Furnace, Seaman, Severely; 
Stephen Sheppard, Seaman, Slightly; Ahijah Eddy, Sea- 
man, Slightly; Philip Cook, Seaman, Slightly; Sam 1 Brown, 
Ord. Seaman, Severely; Dan 1 Hogan, Ord. Seaman, Se- 
verely; Th. Williams 3 d , Ord. Seaman, Slightly; Jno. Vogel, 
Ord. Seaman, Severely; Anthony Reeves, Private Marines, 
Slightly; Jno. El well, Private Marines, Slightly; Mich. 
Chesley, Private Marines, Slightly. 

A few more men slightly wounded, but not sufficiently 
so to require particular notice. Employ 4 all night getting 
the prisoners and baggage on board. 

December 30, Wednesday. — Employ* repairing damages, 
which were trifling, & getting tbe Java's baggage on board. 

December 31, Thursday. — At 3 P.M. — having taken all the 
private baggage out, set fire to her & blew her up. The 
explosion was not so grand as that of the Guerriere, as her 
small Magazine only took fire. Lat. 13° 54' S. Long, by 
chron. 37° 52'. Immediately after blowing up the prize we 
stood in for the land. 

January 1, 1813, Friday. — Discovered land about the Bay 
of All Saints. Saw a sail in shore. Beat to quarters & with 
much trouble got all the wounded & prisoners below, where 
they were nearly suffocated. 1 Discovered the strange sail to 
be the Hornet with a schooner & a ship in company — prizes 
— the former supposed to be worth $150,000, the latter a 
prize to the Java & the same vessel that stood in shore the 
morning of the action. At 11.50 dropped the kedge anchor 
in 23 fathoms water. Capt Lawrence came on board. The 
Hornet ran alongside, mann d the tops & saluted us with three 
cheers which we returned. At 1 stood in to the Harbour of 
St Salvador. Leaving the Hornet out with an expectation that 
the Bonne Citoyenne would go out & fight her. At 7 P.M. 
anchored in 7J fathoms, soft bottom, opposite the City of 
Bahia or St Salvador, which is situated on the side of a large 

1 See a communication by Dr. Evans to the Boston Gazette (reproduced 
in the National Intelligencer of March 10, 1814), in reply to strictures by 
Surgeon Jones, of the Java. 
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hill with a beautifully commanding prospect. Landed the 
officers & men prisoners on parole on condition that they 
return to England. Took in some water, bread & fresh pro- 
vision. The houses are all whitewashed. A few miles 
below the town there is a fort call d St Antonio, but would 
not completely command the entrance of the harbour. 
Abreast of the city there are some others. 

January 3, Sunday. — Laying at St Salvador to day — Oapt 
Lambert died, & Stephen Webb, one of our seamen mor- 
tally wounded in the late action. 

January 5, Tuesday. — Weighed anchor and stood out of the 
harbour. Capt Lawrence came on board of us. 

January 6, Wednesday. — Sent some provisions on board 
the Hornet. At 6 P.M. parted company, taking the schooner, 
her prize, under our convoy, Mr Bill the master of the Hornet, 
& Mr Riley prize masters. The Hornet intends remaining 
off St Salvador to wait for tbe Bonne Citoyenne. Reuben 
Sanderline dies of his wounds. 

January 26, Tuesday. — This evening Joseph P. Ohevers 
died of a malignant intermittent caused by his wounds. 

January 29, Friday. — About one o'clock this morning 
Lieut John Cushing Aylwin died of a malignant intermit- 
tent caused by a wound thro' the shoulder received in the 
action with the Java. A braver or better man never lived. 
His country has suffered an irreparable loss in the death of 
this young man. His many virtues have endeared him to 
the hearts of all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance, 
particularly his messmates. He bore his pain with great 
fortitude & was resigned to his fate, observing that he had 
witness* death in too many shapes to be alarmed at his 
approach. He observed to me a short time before his dis- 
solution, that if I knew the history of his life I would be 
astonished at what he had suffered. ... In the evening his 
body was committed to the deep with the honors of war. 
Lat. ob : 16° 29' K Long. 52° 30' W. 

February 6, Saturday. — At 6 A.M. discovered a brig & 
schooner to windward. About 11 A.M. the Brig made a 
signal. We then hoisted a signal which she could not under- 
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stand. Haul d it down & ran up English colours. She then 
made sail away from & we in chase, but she escaped by her 
superior sailing. During the chase the Schooner haul* her 
wind & we lost sight of her. At dark gave up the chase : 
left the Brig steering for Bermuda. Lat. 31° 50' N. Long. 
66° 22' W. 

February 7, Sunday. — Last night at 10 o'clock Peter Fur- 
nace died of a malignant Intermittent caused by his wounds. 

February 12, Friday.—Lat. 40° 12' N. Long. 71° 13' W. 
Boarded the brig Venus from Providence, (R. I.) bound to 
Havana. Left New Port last night. Carried away our 
Main Top sail yard at the time we beat to Quarters, by 
backing to wait for the vessel. Got another one up before 
morning. Boarded the Brig Sarah of New York, 55 days 
from Liverpool for New York. Prom the Vessel we 
boarded this morning we received some late news papers, 
from which we learn that the Frigate United States has 
taken his B. M. Frigate Macedonian, & the Wasp has taken 
the Sloop of War Frolick mounting 22 guns. That Madi- 
son is re-elected President. That Gen 1 Armstrong is ap- 
pointed Sec'y at War & W m Jones Esq. Sec'y of the Navy. 
That Cornm* Rodgers is laying at Boston repairing ; that 
the Acosta is laying in Massachusetts bay ; that there is a 
large squadron off New York, &c, &c. Report that Bona- 
parte was kill d in the action of Smolenski by the Russians ; 
that Junot had returned to Paris to prevent commotions. 
Report that our Northern Army had been defeated in an- 
other army [sic — action?] with the Canadians. We learn 
also from the Capt of the Venus that $100,000 had been 
voted to the officers & crew of the Constitution by Congress. 
That they have authorized the building of six additional 
Frigates & four 74 s . From the Sarah we received English 
papers as late as the 9 th Dec r '12. Nothing of importance 
later than we have seen, except a report of the death of 
Bonaparte & the success of the Russians. 

February 15, Monday. — In sight of Cape Ann — Cold : 
blows fresh from N. & W d : beating up to Boston light 
house : about 11 o'clock a Pilot came on board. — 



